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NOTE: LIMITATIONS OF THE REPORT

The purposef this report is strictly for the use of the Florida Department of
Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles to determine the effectiveness of current
department administrative rules governing the installation of mobile/manufactured
homes.

All statistics reported here are from a sample of mobile home parks and
areas visited. In addition, due to debris, entry into some areas was not
possible to make more specific determinations. Consequently, the statistics
reported here are estimates. There may be differ&es between what is
reported here and determinations by local building departments, insurance
companies or other government agencies

When reporting the number of homes "destroyed orrepairable” the
totals represent homes with severe roof damageetpdimt of the roof being
blown from the home, one or more exterior walls being separated from the home or
water completely penetrating the unit.
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FROM: John Priester, Community Assistance Consultant
Bureau of Mobile ldme and RV Construction

SUBJECT: Tornado Damaged Mobile Homes in Deland/Leesburg

The National Weather Service has confirmed that three tornadoes touched
down in Volusia and Lake Counties on December 25, 2006. -Atofado packing winds
between 113 ah157 mph damaged several mobile homes in the Deland area0 Agrifado
touched down in Leesburg packing winds between 40 and 72 mph.

Officials stated that more than 200 mobile homes were damaged at the Fernwood,
Orangewood and Rosewood Terrace rfieobome parks near Deland. A small section of
Meadowlea Estates, Sunrise Mobile Home Park and Brittany in Leesburg sustained

some damage.

We have confirmed over a hundred homes damaged in the following mobile home

parks:

Volusia County

OrangewoodMHP i Out of 70 homes in the park we found about 35
damaged. Seven were beyond repair due to aluminum attachments to the
homes, inadequate tie downs and others due to trees. Most of the homes were
preHUD or early HUD units.

Rosewood MHPi Out of & homes in the park we found 30 damaged. 15
preHUD homes were destroyed beyond repair. All the homes built after
1994 and installed to the March 1999 requirements had only superficial
damage and are repairable. Two of the homes had the Byrd Systeerand
minor damage.

Fernwood MHP i Out of 89 homes in the subdivision we found 43 damaged.
The 26 homes destroyed beyond repair were mostiiAphie units. Most of

the homes built after 1994 and installed to the March 1999 requirements had
only superficial damage and are repairable.
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Lake County

Ponderosa MHPiT Out of 30 homes in the subdivision we found 8 damaged.
Four homes were destroyed beyond repair, tweHW® and two early HUD
units. The dmage was caused by the aluminum attachments to the home.
Meadowlea Estate§ Out of 240 homes in the park we found 15 damaged.
Three homes were destroyed beyond repair due to aluminum attachments to
the homes. The homes built after 1994 arstalled to the March 1999
requirements had only superficial damage and are repairable.

Sunshinei Out of 30 units only a few were damaged by fallen limbs. All the
units were pre or early HUD units.

Brittany Estates1 Out of 209 homes in the park we found 15 damaged.
Three homes were destroyed beyond repair due to aluminum attachments to
the homes. The other homes were early HUD units with minor superficial
damage.

Most of the damage to the mobile homes was dukitniaum attachments to the

home without a fourth wall. So when the attachment was blown away it took the roof (see the
pictures attached). Requiring a fourth wall for all aluminum attachments may prevent this type
of damage in the future.

| also roticed that most of the pre and early HUD units hadjoist and bottom

board rot which could not withstand arPRornado. Most of these homes were installed too
close to the ground without proper ventilation that probably caused the problem. Sttreral
homes had rusted anchors that would not support or hold the home from going airborne in an
F-2 tornado. These homes would have benefited from the retrofit program.

These statistics are estimates only from my observations of the mobile imomes

the Deland and Leesburg areas. More specific determination was not possible because | was
unable to gain entry to most homes.



PHOTOS OF MOBILE/MANUFACTURED
HOME DAMAGE CAUSED BY
THE TORNADOES THAT HIT VOLUSIA
AND LAKE COUNTY
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The aluminum attachment to the above home caused the damage to the roof. The picture
below is of a home with a fourth wall that prevented the home from being totaled.
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These pictures show the rusted anchorsstiraghs that failed to keep the home from going
airborne and moving from its foundation.




These pictures show the Hyoist rot on the mobile homes that caused the walls to collapse
during the F2 tornado.



